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Job xxx1jj. 22, 23, 7G 


His ſeal draweth near unto the grave, and his 
ife to the deſtroyers. if there be « meſſenger 
with him, an interpreter, one among a thou- 
fund, to fhew unto Man his apriphiiieſs: Then 
is he gracious unto him, 'and faith, Deliva 
him from going down anto the pit; T have 


þ maven a ranſoln. 


"*Hefc words have ſornething m "_ 
ther ſeems dark' and myſterious, as 
a great many paſſages, in this Book 
of Fob particularly, haye. Tr ts one entire 
and lofty Poem, and not onely fo, but one 
of the'ancienteſt pieces of Writing that was 
ever deliver'd to the World ; and fo, muſt 
needs-have things in i very difficult; being 
either Proverbial-expreſſions, peculiar to the 
Age-or Countrics'amonglſt whom they were 
then in uſe; or elſe References to the'Hi- 
flories of thoſe Times ; which being now 
wholly out 'of reach, render the patfages 
that concern them, fo much the more ab- 
fraſe and unintelligible. However, if we 
coHtlider the drift 'of this: Chapter, where "my 
A 3 Text 
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@ 16/Tþ ' and the defign of that. e Baby of 
diſcourfe 1 incend froth thein. © 
\ 'Elibu, one of jobs Viſirants, 41s remer- 
bring him. of the: yarious. methods God is 
Pleas'd.co...ta take., -.1n, teaching and, diſcipli- 
nivg -Mankind ; withall. his gracious. Ends 
and Dcbgns in... theſes ways of inſtruction, 
2iz. to. bring Men to, the knowledge both 
of God himſelf and of their own ftate. 
He ſhows further, all thoſe mixtures ' of 
goodneſs, the- foftnings and, mitzgations, the 
allays or; refreſhments, that God, is pleas 
to, miniſter, even under, the, ſharpeſt afflict 
ons, which, he thinks fic lea co. bring 
upon Men. 
The; ways, of; inruction repreſenced in 
this Chapter, .are, i. + 
1. By V, 1ſeons or Night-dreams, When the 
Mind was retir'd from the buſineſs and noiſc 
of the day, and was more. receptive of di 
vine impreſſions... Away, which it pleasd 
God ro take; ſomething ,more frequently, as 
2 Miniſtry:of knowledge, ., when Men had 
no other ſupply of Revelation; no written 
Oracles of God for a rule and ſandard of 
. their belick and actions. Yer; 14, 15, 16. God 
ſpeaketh 


FS thay Das at TIE” 


ſpeateth_ once, .yea twice, yet man perceiveth it 


not. In a Dream, in a Viſion of the night--- 
then he openeth the Ears of + men and ſealeth | 
their inftruti 07. | 

But then, as God, was wont to inſtruct 
Mankind, by Vifions or Dreams, ſo he had 
another way, and that more uſual, that which 
(as it might be circumſtanc 'd) might | prove. 
much more, inſtructive, more cftectual for 
his correction and amendment every. way. 
. And this was, by afflictions and calamuties 
of. life: Eſpecially, Diſeaſes and. Sickneſſes , 
which, were, not. intended meerly to afflict 
Mankind, or make their lives uncaſie or un- 
comfortable; but to give them a ſight of 
themſelves, to remember them of their.guile 
to; teach them their duty, how they, may 
learn to; carry. themſelves OT; God, with 
all ſubmiſhion to his Will, dependance upon 
his Providence, and repentance for. the 1 Irre- 
gularitics, of;Life,. by which they have. pro- 
vok d.God. . Ver. 19. and ſo. on. He. is. cha 
fend alfo with pains upon his bed, 7. and the 
multitude of his bones with ftrong pain, ſo that 
his. life ebborreth bread, ind his Jews. Up 


meat, * % ; ey. 
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| Ls ſoul aotb near unto ts; grave, and 
his Tife t0 the deftroyers-—And this way of 
inftruction, as 7ob himſclf was at preſent 
under ; fo Elibu, in deſcribing it, ſeems to 
accommodate his Expreffions to the cir- 
cumſtances of Fob's Sickneſs ; to the allays 
and mitigations. he might obſerve in them, 
and to the. hopes he might have of a good 
iffue and ' deliverance out of them, The 
circumſtances of his diſeafe, he deſcribes by 
the (Pars, in his bones, che weakneſs of by 
Kon the confumprion of his fleſh; and 
& dethes of viting ” that he feemis' ( as 
e expreſs tt) as if he were juſt drawing on. 


wee 
His foul Ah, te near unto the grave. The 


Te ations he might obſerve 
at 


ke had thoſe: abut Him, 
mhc inſtruct him in the Will-of God; 
at might bring him to a ſenſe of himſelf; 
Ht mighr foot with God in his behalf 
and preyail-for 'the teroval. of this preſent 
_ TEN ion. If there be "a meſſenger" with him, 
an interpreter, ys any a thouſand, 20 ſhow 
2nto, min his 2 neſs : 'T ben he is gracious 
Yorrw him, af} eliver 'bim from going 
ddwn unto. the pit ; Y; Hind found a ranſom. 
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;oEaRtly; The encouraging hopes he imighr 
have of a reſcue from death (cho' his dif- 
caſe look't very dangerouſly ) ver. 25, 26. 
His fleſh ſhall be freſher than a Child's, he ſhall 
return. to-the days of his youth, he ſhall pray 
unto God,: and he. will be favourable unto him, 
and he ſhall ſee his face with joy. 


-, /In the words thus explain'd; by what went 
before, and what follow | after, there may 
ariſe theſe three Things obſeryable. 

. 1, The great incidency. of humane Na: 
ture to ſickneſs and + bodily diſeaſes; His 
ſoul draweth near ts the grave, &C. 

2. That ſickneſs and - bodily diſcaſes, to 
which .humane Nature 1s fo incident, have 
a;greati deal of. inftruction:nthem; and it 
pleaſeth-God frequently to {inflitt them for 
this very end; that. Men might-be taught 
the knowledge of themſelves, and their duty 
toward Him.  This.I gather from'the-ten- 
dency. of the! Argument that-&lthu is upon; 
Pike ſhowing; the yarious methods by: which 
# pleaſeth--God--to-.4cach Men therknows- 
ledge of his Will; ſometimesby YVi/tors arid 
Dreams in the night ;| at QUERFEY, by h ch- 
as and other calomitiss. -.!1 | 
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ſbew unto man bis: 49 pas wy 


Kul car of the tee BEE 


ths 


"2. Laſtly, It is furcher: obſervable how 
great a bleflirg of Providence” it is, "and 
what an allay to rhe affliction, to enjoy One 
of the Meſſengers of God about a Sick-bed, 
Some res Perſon that may read Lec- 


eures- upon Divine Providence, - that/ may 


govern. us in our behaviour toward: Ged 


when under his corre&tion and chaſtiſc- 
ment, and that may” pray! in our behalyes 
for the removal of that Calamity,.-1n his 


own: good time. If there be a meſſenger with 
hint, an interpreter, one amorig a thouſand, fo.” 
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4 I obſerve to you the SUR ey 
of humane Nature to-fickneſs and! bodily 
diſcaſcs-! 'The beſt'of Men are not exempt 
from age We: haveitwo great inftances 
ur. Zob- and David; who: both tell: f&lb not onely 
under. the power! of - common ers 
and. weaknel s of body; but- emp | 
and. noifom, as-fore-and-paink 
and: 'exe cnwplary.. as have ever vet befatlen 
the worſt of Men. And as the beſt of Men 
-AFE. NOT EXERIPE; lhe had the- Youngck, 
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" niay: be: gay and floirihing. in. all the Vi 
gours'of: youth :and health: £0: day, and, to 
morrow' groaning-under the pains: and lan- 
guiſhings of /a fick-bed ; not able.to.moye 
al'armo,' or. wink. into. x moment's reſt,; 

not able! ro: bear the leaſt food-or ſuppore 
of! Nature, much leſs to exerciſe the nobler 
faculcics of Mind in any juſt thought or act 
of 200d" reafonummg. 

This -ncidency to ſhack and bodily duſ- 
tat ; 1s founded, partly 1m the frame.of our 
Natures, partly the common Accidents of 
Lite , | buc. ef pecially ( and without which, 
F that Divine Hand: that made 'us, would 
have ſecur'd'us againſt all the Accidents of 
our nice and caller Compoſure) the. great 
in-let wo all Calamity, Sin, ancl our fatal A- 
poicatic from God: 

7 The Very frame ws ak Natures. We 
are-fo finc'a' piece of Wotknianſbip, wrought 
oft wich fach Applications of Waldom. as 
well as Powerandmiade-up of ſuch awm- 
bericſs: dependencies, all-ſo-:tchder, and! ſo 
cafily intercupred ;. thats [were we; to conſt 
der the fructure: of our bodies, the ſmall 
+ fibres, 'the neceſſary! communication. of 


pates, ” the ſtrange 'ways' of: convey ancc for 
30 B 2 the 
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the nouriſhment of: the) whole ;::i6amight 


rather be 'a' wonder every;moment: #hat we 


_ feel our ſelves in health and order; than-any 


furprize*to labour underian indiſposd - Na- 
ture, "which may. be::{o:\cafily::overturnd 
by any: peccant! humour, by the: Icaft: obs 
iirucion in any of irs /parts, by the rediin- 
dancy, as well as defect, or decay of what, 
in a juſt and cqual temperament, might: be 
our ſupport--and "defence ' However, :iftich 
1s' indeed/ 'our Contexture; and Frame; that 
the very -neccflary uſe and exerciſe of the 
ſeveral parts for the maintenance:. of the 
whole, atid of one' another,-dosiwear and 
decay-them, takes off their nathral-forvice, 
brings -in a gradual. death: upon ſoine. of 
our-patts; which: becomes.paſt all poſſibi- 
lity of repair or revival, and asthe-Learn- 
ed” Lord Ferutam' ſomewhere; obſcryes ) 
* puts us, in old Age, under the: tormients 
*. of Mezentins, that 1s, yes; the living to 
* '#he [dead ;/ parts: that»are:decay 'd, and 


. ©: have ceas'd theiriFunttions,.to-thoſe;that 


o ; xe alive'and- anumared, and {fill :at WOTr k; 
*; for the . meer: continuance of life : and 
<4, action-/iSo::that Old! Age: 15; one _natu- + 
lad unrodhbl diet; which: the 
_ ſtrongeſt, 


& bent ar Whi re=Hall). 
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ror «cſt,ciche beſt: corpogdyrehe Be 

T631s- biemEcatifnot-! bat Al uh 

hus whe Wife mardeſctibes all ee 
xgans'of the! Body, as' having by ' degrees 
uthemifeives off ite * 


rfe&: th (6! 
FbloneſrielLOld a9e, #þ-the hor 
firucture ic fe}flcomies © Falþ dnl be Aeiti6- 


lih'd, | Eceleſ., v2;"2,35'6. "When the Sin: '6r 


te-Light, or the- Moon; or' the' Stars be; hob tb 
teidarber'd: When the keepers bf 'the Botſe 
nembide:,; the flrong en bowe thetnſeluts, Und 
the: grinders: ceaſe, and"they that Yook orb hb 


windows be darkend----When' the ſilver cord 


bJoos.th ard" the golden. bowl. fs- broken, br'the 
pitcher broken'at the fountain, Yonthe whobPbto. 
ken at the cifern;” Gee." 4 That 38; when 
© the: faculties and' powers:of the Soul;''the 


$ leading and" the? rational, the lower ind 


*:#he Knfive, ſhall begin'to bs obſtriued 
*arvtheir ſeveral operations; "and whemthe 
© members of the Body ſhall betray"their 
4 ſenfiblei decays: the netves looſe and-en- 
+ feebl'd; the" ſpirits low-and unictives the 
*! eggs and; hands erembling;, *he' tee! 
#4 dropping our,” "rhe bptick!' juices. of th 
- eye drying up, the brain; with all-its de- 
5 fences;- ſhatterd,, the; circulation-'of the 


<« blood 
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l to reckon up, 
;3 hole; race of 


| elic Jaſtre.and 


| alfo:, a Conbderation 
Or: farall ; from! God, 


let vg all, lnimane Calamitg:0 For wil | 
t US, that  Drving Hand that made us, wou d, | * 
all-the: accidents of | 


OULr 


YH 
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FER 3nd 3ender eotapolure. |I6, FF 
tha brought t, thekne(s ! and: Tikirder? 'yptin 
the, Sor; and Body. of, ,our-Grft ;; Parents; 
Ya r{dam,coud not. but fans vperihis 
Polterity, when he nabft- needs Þegat ans 
in his own Likeneſs, and after his own 
_ | lImage.!; by ove man: {faith che Apoſtle)? /in 
| entred into the world, and death by ſmn,|-Ront 
| 5.12. Now Sickneſs 1s the harbinger of 
Death, )and (had its ſame ,:Þotti,way,. and 
ue of entry into. the'Workd, with Dead it 
Jr was Sin, that made:the;healdhyrand 
N Eopard, Climate of Paradiſe; 40aihat 
gg: fielt;!Pargnts-;; Sim; that: anade. abe 
Earth, ſa. pregnant - wth: done apa 
nd gther . faral- 1ucs: of, her: Worhby Sw 
t brought chat Vaiverhl Gurkt roo the 
Cation > chay ever}. thing - -prav d.cfe ain; 
kindly. chat bagi:beeo-» naade.icichex: for web | 
 kce, 0x fultenanee. | Sin that accafion'dithat — 
mire Gelkdinefs. nthe\bole.,Contitorion 
1 ee a6xfainked\ auger Bichi add 
Onginal> who otherwilelmuſi.haverto yoo 
nto the World with that cqual poi 
tmper. that;nothing-wourdithaye may'd 
dfarder! dgrly; within s: :\nething;; 'haye! -aſlatilradt 
MIPCtLAuty; with us;| ſa axcto chave:tlaſtet 


ho9e | or 
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, what rex 
hankfulne(s; for every mo- 
rrrient or continuance of health; 


at; Without 
Krglot Art 
5%. fo 'much 
$i and yet 
6 wat \nray B&'Droke 1n upor KJ ei; 


ino! Providence "preſerves "ir, 'encr - 


 2-Agwe!ſhould be thankfall for -"B0Y 
ſve: in/Sickne(s.” It is, we ſee; 


anc Nature , the 
| Seeds 


bo 


the Leen at White-Hall. 


17 


Seeds of which we take | in with our. firſt 
Being. Diſeaſes and Maladies are the Rods 


1n Gods hand ro diſcipline the good, and 


puniſh the bad. Nay, I may further add, 
They arc frequently the natural products 
of ſome mens 1ins, that do neceſlarily fol- 


low ſuch or ſuch vicious ways of life; upon 


all which accounts we are owing to the 
good pleaſure of the Divine Will, where 
we enjoy ſo great a bleſſing any one day, 


and have reaſon to ſubmit when 1t 1s other- 
wiſe. So much for that firſt Obſeryable. 


: IT. Come we, ſecondly, to obſerve, That 
ſickneſs, and bodily diſeaſes, have a great 
deal of inſtruction in them, and it pleaſes 
God frequently to inflict them for this very 


end ; that Men might thereby be brought 


to the knowledge of themſelves, and = 
duty toward Him. This 1 gather from the 
drift of the argument . that E/ihu 1s upon , 
wherein he is ſhowing the various ways 
God had to teach and inſtruct Mankind ; 


partly by Viſions and Dreams in the night, 


| :firong and divine Impreflions upon 'the 
. Mind, which were never diſpensd or in- 


CG _ dulgd 


GETIH E E  S EE £4 Py $-4- 
s T2 JE 0 $2575 247" af 


9 


«4 "IT German Preached Tra ore 


aulgd,: buc-co thoſe who. by wiſdom and 


ſriouſnch, frequent Contemplation of God, 
and. {trifneſs in ſerving him, had been pre- 
diſposd.to ſuch Condeſcentions of Grace ; 

And:partly by fickneſs and bodily diſcaſcs, 
which he us'd as the more common mcans 
of reducing the diſobedient, when they had 
giyen up themſelves: to all forgetfulneſs of 
God, contempt of Religion, and neglect of 
their immortal Souls. Now that the a- 


mendment and. bettering of Men by thelc 


preſent chaſtiſements, 1s the main end and 
deſign that God has in all, and that in his 


Vilirations of this kind, there is very Viſi- 


ble inftruction, ſuch as the micancſt under- 


Randings | may. caflily arrive at, may ap- 


pear cither fron a Conſideration of God, 
or the Calamity it {clf 
t. From a Conſideration of God, who 


has all along made it plain in the Revela- 
tions of his Word , that he has that Love 


and Good-will to Mankind , that he never 
aftlicts them for Afﬀliction's fake, as delight- 


ng in their: Groans, or thinking his Sove- 
rjgnty beſt-excercis'd by continu'd methods 


ef puniſbmcnt. He aſſures us, that in 
OUY 


bp "thy Duren at Whire-Hall. 


bi ur offiflions he '3s ffified, Ia. 63 9. Be 


fides, that he has given adtaal demonra- 
tion of this by his Providences. What ©- 
ther reaſon can be given that we at any 
time enjoy a' moments healch+?' God has 
the diſpofal of our Tempers ad Contitn- 
trons, of the Air we breath in, the Food 
we eat, of the Seaſons of the Year, the In 

fliences of the Stars. / the Vapours of the 
Earth, and what-ever niight'minifter either! 
to Sickneſs of Healeh'; that inthe! leaſt ex- 
&ting of his Power, oft Beauty and Gloſs, 
Strength and Vigour.might conſume away 
like a 2 Moth: frertitng a 'garmcnt; So that 
our poſſcffing a""tmornents health, is a de 
monſtration of the Kindrith and tendernefs 
of Providence, | that he do's not bring "in 
theſe Calamicies upon Men: 'tneerly for the 
d&lighr he hath in Srieving chem ; bur 
when 1t proves anavoidallh neceſſary | ei- 
ther to chaſtiſe or corre” there follies: The 
foolifhmeſs of 'Man peroerteth: bis own ways ; 
however, his heart at that tire?! uk {rt that 


calamry, may BY in race! | [1 
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72. ;. Conlider we the Calamity it fel, and 
what natural inſtruction, ariſes thence :' For 
inſtance, 

1. By. Diſcaſes and Sickneſs, we are taught 
the abſolute Vanity and uncertainty. of this 
World, with all the Comforts of it ;' the 
beauty of all vaniſheth before us upon a 
Sick-bed. What pleaſure can the man, in 
the, height.of an acute. diſtemper take, in 

| his Honours, his large Fortunes, ' his beau- 
tifull:Wite, his witty Children, and all his 
other. Conveniencies . of lite ! Much leſs, 
what reliſh can we ſuppoſe he has, in thoſe 
Luſts of his,” which , once ſeem'd. to admi- 
niſter ſuch-bigh Grisfadtion! Alas! all cis 
is gone; the. diſorder within has taken off 
the guflo of all this; and; he can as little 
caſt the pleaſures of life, as he, can his or- 
dinary food, which now is, grown. nauſcous 
and incolerable. 

2. By Sickneſs we gain an: eaſier LEE, 
into our own guilt, and all the unreaſona 
ble .proyocations. we have. given the Al- 
mighty, throughout. the :whole Courſc of 
our Lives: Sometimes the Sin 1s read n 


the Tay Smgaagl it ſelf: Some feel cheir 
excels 


——_— 
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exceſs: and. intemperance,'' 1n the A wo 
their 'Feaver : Some their : uncleannefs' in 
their Aches 'or Ulcers ; others” their ſloth 
and idleneſs in the 111 habits of body they 
have thereby. contracted. However, under 
any calamity of this kind, we have reaſon 
to remember Sin in general, and our Sins in 
parricular, becauſe we may be afſur'd, that 
the one 1s the dire. fruit and: product of 
the other. This is the Seaſon therefore; for 
reflecting upon loſs. of Time,” anda vain 
expence: of : all the: prectous. moraents''of 
Life : the. profuſe embezzelling our Talents: 
our Parts, .or other Truſts| depofited-with us 
for Parpoſes, to-which we have not us 'd or 
improv. d them. _ | 

This 1s the ſcaſon of apprehending the 
diſpleaſure of God, which, 1f 1n theſe leſs 
intances, 1t becomes: ſo irkſome: and grieC 
vous, it may make us think how intolers: 
ble it would prove, ſhould the whole Viols 
of it. be pour d out: upon us in- the other 
World. This, in a word , 1s a juſt ſeaſon 
of repreſenting. Death, and Judgment, and 
Eternity to our Thoughts : ; by all which we 
may grow wiſer and better in all the fu- 
ture 
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ER Tore, management of: that life that- God 


- may (yet allot+ ro us: Here is matter 
of ſufficient inſtruction; and that which 
Diſeaſes and. Sickneſs moſt naturally, and 


moſt ml lead-us our to: diſcern and 
ponder on. 


\ To cloſe this Fins Obſervable as uſe- 
fully as may be, ter me. Bive: on: Tins or 
tWOo- 
'F. Thar if anxof:9 us' blew "71RD 74M 
a ie of..Sickneh is, we would *remember 
and ' run; over: all<thoſe> thoughts and in 
preffions of Mindwe. felt at that time It 
is. hardly to. be! avoided/rac: ſuch./a'! time { 
but that the follies of ſome: will:ſtare them 
m the face.,, will 'extort Confaltors' from 
chem, will pac them upon vehement reſo- 
| lytions, and hearty promiſes of amendment, 
if-God would plcaft ro fpare: cham bue this 
gnce- | This 1s:an. entertainment the Mint- 
tet; familiarly: meets with, in his attcndan- 
ees on Sick-beds. . How ſenſible are fuch of 
their formet-n1fearriages! How refolvid to 
change fo: fooliſh and qe a Courſe 
Na _ they have hictherto-led; if mercitull 
Prov: 
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Pravidence would vouchſafe their recovery? 
Would to God ſuch were as capable of 
practuling the wiſe inſtructions of Sickneſs, 
as they were receptive and_ apprehentive of 
them at that time ! That they would keep 
ap the warmth of thoſe Thoughts. upon 
the return of Health, that had been'en- 
kindled by Sickneſs, and the proſpect. of. 
Death ! Conſider this:one thing ;  that'if, 
upon recovery. tram Sicknels,/ you .forget 
thoſe inſtructions : which that Seaſon gave 
you, and yiolate thoſe ſolemn engagements 
you then ,put your felves under, you may 
bath lay- your ſclves open to ſome'new in- 
ſance.of God's diſpleaſure, and a more fa- 
tal feizure that may end. in: Death: And 
| alſo, you may have ſteel d your Minds with .. 
an. acquir d hardnefs and impenitency of 
Temper, that. perhaps none of thoſe kindly 
umpreſhons may ever return more, andthe 
next paſlage from a Sick-bed, may'be in- 
to a miſcrable Eternity. 
\.2. It you ever do fall under: this diſcs 
pline of ; the Alnnghty, remember to- ins 
prove this advantage, where ic may be 
vithin. your reach, of a Meſſenger, an Inter- 
preter,, 
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preter, one among a' thouſand, which may 
be ſo uſefull; and ſerve. ro ſo good purpo- 
ſes at that time. Which '!eads to the laſt 
,Obſeryable 1 1 the Text. 


1. :Laſtly, I obſcive to:you, how great 
a bl of Providence it is, 'and what an 
allay to ſo great a Calamity, if we have 
the advantage of a Meſſenger, an Interpre- 
ter, &&c. that may be helpfull to us, in any 
$4 of; the difficulties of Fig Seaſon. 


Some, by this paſlage in my Text, would 
underſtand the Miniſtry of an Angel ; e&x- 
preſs d by theſe Titles, Meſſenger, Interpre- 
ter, One among a thouſand And indeed, in 
the Times when there was nothing of a 
ſtanding, reveal'd Rule and Law of Faith 
and. Practice, 1t 1s not improbable but the 
Miniftry of Angels was more frequently 
and more viſibly indulgd toward good 
Men. And queſtionleſs, it was a pure 
mark -of - Divine Favour, where the Sick 
perſon: at any_time met with ſuch Conde- 
ſcentions of Grace, thar ſuch an 0ne of all 
choſe thouſands that attend the Throne ry 

God, 
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200, God, ſhould Rand ar; his Bed-ſide,. to enno- 
le. his: Mind with- wiſer iand: clearer Noti- 
"ons of God , more comfortable proſpects 
of another World, or a pleaſing aſſurance 
of a longer date 'and_ rexm, of: years here. 
But this. we:need nor either ſtretch, or, con- 
tine this paſſage to. _ 

\ Elihu ſeems to hint to. Fob, the preſent 
PIRTre and allays of Divine Goodneſs, 

.that, while God had brought | 7ob into 

ſo deplorable: a condition, by ſickneſs and 
_— of the worſt kind ; yet he had con- 
deſcended to furniſh him with religious, 
uſctull, and ,cxcellent; Friends, that: mig he 
Interpret to hin» the Will and Meaning. Saf 
God. in...this | preſent | Diſpenſation, and 
might pray for the removal of ſo fad an 
affliction, from him--; So. that: in Analogy 
to. this, we baye- reaſon- to account; it an 
admirable Privilege. that:we may. have the 
attendance of God's Meſſengers -at our Sick- 
beds to. aſſiſt us-with their Exhortations, 
ſir Reproefs, their Directions, their Com- 

rts, their. Prayers, and all the uſefull Ap- 
Plications ofj their: Office, and Miniſtry, -as 


they may be any Way ſeryiceable to relieve 
| D us 
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= ar preſent, Or further us in' the great 


Concernments of Eternity. 


The 'Privitegc 


may appear chiefly Upon theſe accounts. 


x. The great indifpoſednel that proba- 
bly our'own Mint may be in {at Rich A 
rime as that) to do any thing to good pur- 
pole our elves ; the diſorder of The whole 
Man, when bodily pams, want of Teſt, an 


harry of 'che ſpirits, ſickneſs and nauſeouſ 


ne of ſtomach, iafte&tion of the bra and 
the like, mult in all hkdlihood' greatly in- 
rerrupt all compos d' Thought or Reafor- 
'ing, and way xd take the Mind eff from 
4ts preatdſt Concermments by a ychement 
avfire of preſent (caſe and:refrefhiment : then 


2b have a faidhfull Meſſenger of God'' by us, 


Tthat:mauy pur us mmd- of higher things; 
that ray help usin our Medications; ' may 
ſupply us with Materials 'of "Thought and 
RefleBtion:; that wnay * lead! us imtoa fenke 
of 'our {dives , and. put us upon Hooking 


buck upon paſt Follies ; and Fo hdp us or- 


ward m' thoſe abts -of Rept were ron Bert arc 
djirorte of ws inthe Gofels thereby Bl 


er proparing as tor Ticaven, or' making 


us 
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t:more fit to live, in-this World, if reſtor'd 
and recover d. Surely this is of great ad- 
yantage, which a good Mind would be apt 
to: citcem as ſome way Compenſating Bb 
all the uneaſineſs and other troubleſome 
Appendages of a Sick- bed. 


. - 2, The great Miſtakes we may be apt 
to. fall under at ſuch a time, makes it of 
great advantage to us, to be under the di- 
 reion and ſteerage of fuch an one. Our 
own Organs of Thinking may then be ſo 
much our of order, that we may not have 
the: ſame Idea's of Things which in our 
Health and Vigor of Reaſoning we have 
once had. -But beſides that, there is a moſt 
buſic Adverſary that neglects no ſuch op- 
portunitics of attacking the weak and dif 
abled: Powers of Mind at. that-time- He 
w1ll- then be caſting-all the Blinds, and re- 


preſenting all the falſe Scenes imaginable. 


Sometimes he will- flatter the Man into a 
better opinion. of himſelf than he ought. to 
have; by: which he would preyent his ne- 
ceſfary Repentance. - Here the faichful Meſ- 


fenger and duc Interpreter of things,-is infi- 
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lp: uſefull : To'-let''a 'Man' fee himkels 
and his lamentable Condition through'Sin ; 
the need he has of the great Expiation; 
the neceflity of Repentance, and earneſt im- 
portunity with God for Pardon ' and: For-: 
g1vencls. Sometimes again, he wil encreaſe 
and aggrayate the Sinner's guilt beyond all 
juſt: meaſures, as if his Sins, both for the 
number, and the nature of them, were be-: 
yond-the compaſs of Divine Grace. Here 
again, the Meſſenger, the Interpreter, the One 
among a' thouſand, comes in ſeaſonavly, 'ex- 
plains the Nature of the New Covenant ;' 
recitcs and inſiſts upon the Promiſes; ;which- 
are'as large and boundleſs/as our Sins have: 
beefi'; and have no feebler-a'Confirmation;! 
than the Blood of Feſzs, and the Oath of- 
God. He informs him of the Nature 'of' 
true Repentance ;/ and'by the juſt Notes'of 
it, ſhows him, thar what he now acts is true 
and real ; Nay, he can lay open thoſe'very 
Wiles of the Devil, by which- he- would at- 
that- time, be perplcring his Faith and(Hopes 
in. God. - In a word; -ſometimes the Devil 
w1ll be aggrandizing the affliction. 1t'!{elf, 
as if It were out of the ordinary way _ of 
| Proyt-- 
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Providence, and, an cyident coken of God's 
Wrath 3-'6f thar"ic' is not what hefHasde- 
krv'd,: bur what he may juſtly murmure 
and'tepine at. - Here this excellent Trterpre- 
j8 Can) by ia skilfull- reading uport Provt 
dence; ler the 'Man' ſee ,"that' 10" remptation 
has befallen him, but what-4s: conimon to Man ; 
that 10 Man knows love or - hatred by theſe 
things; that affliction-1s fo far kh being 

the mark of God's\wrathj'or of ZAR 
ſtate, 'that it is rather'a"token 6f his tender 
ind farthetly compaſſion' who therefore 
thaſtiſerh, becauſe he loveth them; and wonld 
do them'good=in' the latter: end; thatir” 

far Dothan his iniquities- deſerve, nd that 

therefofe” there is all-che. reaſon inthe 
World for his-entire ſubmiſſion and reſig* 
nation. | In theſe and other Gaſes where the 
Clinick is/ſo' prone'to: miſtakes*eoricerniri ng 


either himſelf or God: how uſefilll may 
huch- arr excellenc Petfon« be” ro- Tnterpref io. 


him the Word and/ Providences' of -God;;, 


to- kecp' him righe 1n'all-* juſt” Ken's and. 


approhenſioihs' of things P = 501) >pEW OO 
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im plore God in the behalf of ſuch, enhex 
for _ removal of his. hand, or for a good 
iflue. and concluſion. in the end; It is no 
endinary Privilege. that, when our own 
Minds perhaps- are ſharing 1 in the' diſorder; 
of our Bodies, we fhould then have the 
Prayers of ſome good, Men, who, in a fel- 
low-icelng of -our; iafirmities; can heartily 
and in carnelt recommend us; to God. The 
effeflual fervent prayer of a righteous Man a- 
waileth much, Jatn, 5. +6, Hence his direct: 
on tothe faichfull, that, if any be ſick, among 
ther, they ſhonld: call for, the Elders of the 
C wrch, and they ſhalt pray over' them-—and 
the prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the ſich, and the 
7 rd ſhall raiſe him #þ, ver. 14, 15. We 
ſon's indecd, with theſe of the Church of 
Rome, | pretend, to) keep, up the Ceremony of 
anointing with 0yl, . which is [alſo directed 
in this place; becauſe the Power it ſelf; that 
is, the bers of Healing, of which this Uncti 
\ on was the Symbol, ..is' ſo long ceas'd, and 
therefore it 15 highly proper To the Sy m- 
bol it ſelf ſhould ceaſe too. But oy : 
a ſtan 
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['Y v tanding Duty, and hah 5 'abiding TE 

fedts 5-if not im the atual yecovery of: che 
Man (which yet not improbably has been 
frequently obrain'd by Prayor ) 'howeyer 
"not prove” 'mneffectizal; as to his'Ecer- 
ad Salyations; both whichcem to'be eom- 
prchended in this laſt paſſage/of wy Tow: 

Then he is gracious unto him,” end ſaith, De- 


liver him 0 ing down into the pit; I 

Warwe: form: any "\Phis might lea-me 
to a-large field of JISGUNE," i baeI will 
fave wp the whole ;\ \aytth "In uſefull In- 


ference or two. 


1. We may hence learn to live under a: 
daily wiſe cxpectation of ſuch a Calamity 
as - this... -OQur-1ins and follies of Life may 
eaſily provoke God. Our frail and ob- 
noxious Nature daily expoſes us ; and Old 
Age, which 1s one continu'd and unayoid- 
able Sickneſs, will ere long creep upon the 
| ſtrongeſt of «s, -whuch ;therefore may pur 
_ the wiſeſt of us into a juſt expectation of 
ſuch an hour. Burt then, 

2. If it ſhould be our lot to be thus 


dealt with, ler us not deſpiſe this indulgence 
of. 
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